Marijuana Perceptions
in Summit County
2015 Survey Research Findings

Overview
Corona Insights conducted a survey from November of 2015 through January of 2016 to provide
information for various community organizations in Summit County about the overall usage and
perceptions of marijuana among a variety of demographic groups. A total of 943 surveys were
available for analysis, representing a wide variety of Summit County residents. An overview of the
study’s methodology and a profile of survey respondents can be found in the following section, and
more information on our methodology can be found in the Appendix.
This report is organized into the following sections:
 Executive Summary
> Methodology Overview
> Respondent Profile
> Key Findings and Recommendations

 Detailed Findings
>
>
>
>
>

Section 1: Personal Experiences with Drugs
Section 2: Perceptions of Drug Safety
Section 3: Perceptions of Marijuana
Section 4: Ways to Prevent Youth Usage
Section 5: Communications

 Appendix
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Methodology Overview (1 of 2)
 This study primarily focused on understanding opinions about marijuana

usage among two key audiences, with the goal of informing message
development about marijuana issues. Findings from these two groups are
representative of the total population in each segment:
> Parents of students in Summit County Schools
 Parents’ opinions were gathered through an online survey.
 In total, 282 responses were obtained from parents.
 Respondents were invited to participate via email by Summit County Schools, and all

parents with known email addresses were invited.
 Respondents were able to take the survey in either English or Spanish, though only 12
chose to respond in Spanish.
> Young adults (ages 21-35) in Summit County
 Young adults’ opinions were gathered through a telephone survey.
 In total, 200 responses were obtained from young adults.
 Potential respondents were drawn from a sample of registered voters in Summit County
known to be between ages 21-35. Registered voters on the list were randomly called until
200 responses were obtained.
 All surveys of young adults were conducted in English.
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Methodology Overview (2 of 2)
 In addition to the two primary audiences, informal surveys (convenience samples) were also

conducted to obtain a general feel for the opinions of other segments of Summit County
residents:

> English Speakers in the General Public
 The opinions of English speakers in the general public were obtained primarily through an online survey. This
survey was available to the general public and was publicized through the County’s web site and Facebook page.
This was supplemented by a small number of surveys collected at the Family & Intercultural Resource Center
and the Care Clinic.
 In total, 242 responses were obtained from this segment.
> Spanish Speakers in the General Public
 The opinions of Spanish speakers in the general public were obtained through surveys collected at the Family &
Intercultural Resource Center and the Care Clinic. Note that these individuals were more likely to be women
with children, so their responses may be more reflective of parents rather than the entire population of Spanishspeakers in Summit County.
 In total, 112 responses were obtained from this segment.
> Colorado Mountain College Students/Ski Area Employees
 Given that there is a very distinctive culture among college students and employees at ski areas, this segment was
used to gain a general understanding of how these types of individuals’ opinions differ from the broader
population.
 Responses for this segment were primarily obtained from online surveys. Each participating organization (CMC,
Arapahoe Basin, and Copper Mountain) distributed the link to the online survey through their internal
communications. In addition, a small number of paper surveys were collected on-site at these locations as well.
 In total, 107 responses were obtained from this segment.
 Respondents were able to take the survey in either English or Spanish, though none chose to respond in Spanish.
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Respondent Profile
 The following table summarizes the profile of respondents to the survey.
School
Parents

Young
Adults

PublicEnglish

PublicSpanish

CMC/
Ski Areas

18%
82%

57%
44%

40%
60%

27%
74%

65%
35%

18-34
35-44
45-54
55-64

9%
36%
48%
7%

89%
12%
-

32%
30%
25%
9%

42%
37%
17%
4%

80%
13%
1%
3%

65+

-

-

5%

-

3%

Gender
Male
Female

Percent of Households with Members Ages…
21%
44%
35%
42%
8%
10%
83%

15%
5%
2%
2%
1%
93%
35%

26%
15%
13%
13%
3%
29%
70%

39%
42%
20%
23%
15%
44%
49%

6%
3%
4%
6%
6%
76%
34%

63%
25%
9%
25%

57%
18%
3%
33%

61%
22%
7%
29%

24%
5%
4%
70%

51%
23%
3%
38%

Presence of Pets in Household
Dogs
Cats
Others
None

Young
Adults

PublicEnglish

PublicSpanish

CMC/
Ski Areas

99%
0%
1%
-

88%
10%
2%
-

84%
3%
2%
3%
7%

82%
3%
1%
14%

77%
14%
3%
3%
3%

Residency Status

Age

0 to 4
5 to 9
10 to 12
13 to 17
18 to 20
21 to 34
35 or older

School
Parents

Full time Summit County resident
Seasonal Summit County resident
Second home owner in Summit County
Non-resident
Other

Educational Attainment
Less than high school diploma/GED

2%

1%

2%

46%

1%

High school diploma/GED
Associate’s Degree
Bachelor’s Degree
Graduate or Professional Degree

11%
10%
45%
32%

12%
18%
52%
18%

15%
14%
40%
29%

18%
7%
16%
13%

29%
21%
40%
10%

4%
10%
15%
18%
36%
17%

17%
24%
19%
18%
21%
2%

21%
16%
14%
17%
24%
9%

66%
23%
4%
7%
-

44%
22%
21%
5%
6%
3%

Household Income
$0 to $29,999
$30,000 to $49,999
$50,000 to $74,999
$75,000 to $99,999
$100,000 to $199,999
$200,000 or more
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Key Findings (1 of 3)
 Personal Experiences with Drugs

Most Summit County residents have tried marijuana at some point in their lives. Among parents, 11% have used
marijuana in the past 30 days, and 2% are essentially daily users. Use among young adults is considerably higher, with
one-third having used marijuana in the past month, and 15% being daily users of the drug. Though it was not
necessarily a representative survey, respondents from the CMC/ski area survey were particularly likely to use
marijuana, with two-thirds having used it in the past 30 days and half being daily users.
> Driving after using marijuana is also relatively common among young adults. In the past 30 days, 15% of young
adults had driven after using marijuana, and one in four had ridden in a car with a driver who had done so. These
behaviors are relatively uncommon among parents and Spanish-speaking members of the general public, but
respondents to the CMC/ski area survey were very likely to have experience with driving after use – either personally
or as a rider in another vehicle.
> Among all of those who have tried marijuana at least once, most tried the drug for the first time when they were of
high school age or younger. This reinforces the importance of interventions aimed at preventing underage use of
marijuana to prevent use later in life.
>

 Perceptions of Drug Safety

While most respondents believed that youth marijuana use was “very unsafe,” marijuana was viewed as being
relatively safe, both for adults and for youth, compared to other drugs. Illicit drugs, prescription drugs, and even
cigarettes were all viewed as being very unsafe by a vast majority of respondents, while alcohol and marijuana are
viewed as being unsafe by a far smaller portion of respondents. That said, the perception that marijuana is unsafe
for youth is far higher than the impression that it is unsafe for adults among all segments.
> Messaging aimed at reducing marijuana among youth will be most efficient at reaching the target markets if targeted
at those who are less likely to believe that youth use is unsafe. Generally speaking, this perception is stronger among
men, younger people, those without children, those with lower educational attainment, and those with lower incomes.
>
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Key Findings (2 of 3)
 Perceptions of Marijuana
>

>

>

>

>

Among all segments, disapproval of marijuana use by youth was high. Though disapproval was slightly lower among
some segments when parents were supervising, a majority of all segments still disapproved even in this situation.
Even for adult use, disapproval was high in any situations when youth were present while marijuana was being used.
A majority of young adults, English speakers in the public, and respondents to the CMC/ski area survey approved of
adult use as long as youth were not present.
Perceptions about marijuana safety varied dramatically between segments. Most parents and Spanish-speaking
members of the public disagreed with all arguments that might suggest marijuana is safe, while young adults,
English-speaking members of the public, and respondents to the CMC/ski area survey were more mixed in their
views.
Overall, respondents were the least likely to agree that pesticides and secondhand marijuana smoke are safe, and they
were unlikely to agree that youth use was safe even under adult supervision. However, respondents overall were
somewhat likely to agree that marijuana results in more health benefits than harms and that the fact that marijuana
can be used as a medicine proves that it is safe.
Continuing the trend described above, parents and Spanish-speakers were far more likely to believe that using
marijuana during physical activities is risky compared to other groups. In most cases, fewer than half of younger
people believed that smoking marijuana during these activities “greatly increased” the inherent risk of the activity.
Respondents overall generally viewed the most risky activities to do while using marijuana were those that involved
motorized vehicles (driving, off-roading, snowmobiling) and rock climbing. Self-powered activities (hiking, skiing,
water sports) were viewed as being relatively less risky.
With regard to long-term life impacts, parents and Spanish-speakers were again much more likely to view marijuana
usage as being risky than other groups. Damage to mental health, taking risky physical behaviors, and impact on
long-term goals were generally viewed as the greatest risk to youth using marijuana. Overall, relatively few younger
people viewed marijuana use as having any of the long-term risks addressed in the survey.
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Key Findings (3 of 3)
 Ways to Prevent Youth Usage

A vast majority of all segments (76-89%) believed that it is easy for youth to find marijuana in Summit County,
indicating that law enforcement will not likely have a huge impact on reducing youth use. Instead, messaging that
reinforces the safety concerns already acknowledged by many residents will likely be more effective – particularly if it
is aimed at young adults who have significant influence over youth.
> Generally speaking, respondents were the most likely to believe that improperly storing edibles and leaving marijuana
in places accessible to youth were unsafe, while they were relatively unlikely to view use in households where youth
live (as long as they aren’t present during use), disposing of marijuana in standard trash bins, or storing marijuana in
hidden, but unlocked, locations as being unsafe.
>

 Communications

The “Good to Know” statewide campaign was known by roughly two in five respondents, while the “Don’t be a Lab
Rat” campaign was relatively less known (roughly one in five). This awareness primarily came through traditional
media sources, such as TV advertisements, radio advertisements, social media advertisements, and TV news coverage.
> Among young adults, radio, TV, and other sources such as billboards were the most common sources of awareness.
Somewhat surprisingly, young adults were relatively unlikely to have seen the campaigns through social media, though
it is difficult to ascertain if this is due to this approach being less effective or if there was simply less effort to
promote the campaign in social media compared to other sources.
>

 In Conclusion
>

Overall, most Summit County residents believe that it is unsafe for youth to use marijuana, though this perception is
somewhat stronger among parents compared to young adults. Though some disagree that some commonly-held
beliefs about risky aspects of marijuana are true, messaging that reinforces that these risks are much higher for youth
compared to adults will likely be the most effective at preventing use. Messaging that targets the most common
unbelievers (generally young men with lower education levels) will likely be the most effective given the disparity in
perceptions of this group compared to other segments.
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Messaging Recommendations
 Parents and Spanish speakers

In general, a vast majority of the population in these groups already recognize the risks of youth marijuana usage.
Because of this, messaging focused at these audiences will likely be most effective if it is aimed not only at conveying
these risks, but also provides tools and ideas to help parents have conversations with their kids about marijuana.
> For the small percentage of these groups who don’t acknowledge the risks, a campaign around social norming may
be effective. For example, telling parents that 98% of their peers disapprove of youth marijuana use – even under
adult supervision – may be effective at reducing the perceived acceptability of youth use.
>

 Young adults, general (English-speaking) public, and CMC/ski areas

Though a majority disapprove of youth marijuana use in all situations, the perceived risk of youth usage is clearly
much lower among these audiences. Messaging aimed at these groups should, therefore, communicate the risks of
marijuana use that particularly high for youth (compared to adults) and discourage people from allowing youth to use
marijuana.
> The perceived risks of using marijuana themselves are much lower among these segments. Given the statewide
legality (and acceptance) of adult marijuana use, it is unlikely that local messages aimed at these audiences will be
effective in reducing use. Instead, managing safe use is the key. Messages about the dangers of using marijuana
while operating motorized vehicles (of any type), for example, will improve safety even if use cannot be reduced.
> Potential messages for these audiences might include:
>






Help keep Summit County kids safe by not using marijuana around them nor helping them to obtain it (including safe storage).
Help keep Summit County pets safe by safely storing and disposing of marijuana products.
Help keep yourself safe by not operating motorized vehicles or participating in other risky activities while under the influence.

 To the extent that marijuana vendors can be influenced by the County, discouraging misinformation about the

unproven health benefits of marijuana, overselling the organic nature of marijuana, and downplaying the risks
of pesticides could help adults to make more informed decisions about their health.
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Section 1: Personal Experiences with Drugs
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A majority of Summit County Residents have used
marijuana at least once
 With the exception of Spanish-speaking residents, a majority of all segments had used marijuana at

least once in their lives.

> Three in four parents (77%) and seven in eight young adults (87%) had used marijuana at least once.

 Past-30-day usage was considerably lower, however.
> One in ten parents (11%) and one-third of young adults (38%) had used marijuana in the past 30

days.
> Recent marijuana usage was particularly high among those from the CMC/ski area survey (66%).
These individuals were also relatively likely to have recently used prescription drugs or illicit drugs
compared to other segments.
Personal Experiences with Drug Usage
87%88%
77%

Note: Young adults were not
asked about prescription/illicit
drugs due to timing constraints
on the telephone survey.

91%
70%

66%

64%
48%

44%

38%36%

36%
29%

21%
n/a

Marijuana

11%

11%

10%

2%

4%

Illicit drugs

Marijuana

n/a

Prescription drugs without
a prescription

Young Adults (n=181)

n/a

4% 2%

1% n/a

Prescription drugs without
a prescription

During your life
School Parents (n=277)

2%

11%

5%

0%

Illicit drugs

During the past 30 days
Public-English (n=213)

Public-Spanish (n=82)

Q13. During your life, how many times have you used each of the
following substances?
Q14. During the past 30 days, how many times did you use each of
the following substances?

CMC/Ski Areas (n=103)
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15% of young adults in Summit County use marijuana
essentially every day
 Among the 11% of parents who had used

marijuana in the past 30 days, most had used
it fewer than 10 times.
> Only 4% of parents had used marijuana 10

times or more in the past 30 days.

Marijuana Use in Past 30 Days

School Parents (n=277)

5% 11%

 15% of young-adult respondents had used

marijuana 10 times or more in the past 30
days, while an additional 23% were more
occasional users.
 Similarly, 18% of English-speaking
respondents from the public survey used
marijuana 10 times or more in the past 30
days, while an additional 18% were more
occasional users.
 Very few Spanish-speaking members of the
public had used marijuana in the past 30
days.
 Respondents from the CMC/ski area survey
were particularly likely to be daily users.
> Half of CMC/ski area respondents used

marijuana in the past 30 days.

Young Adults (n=181) 4% 11% 4% 11%

Public-English (n=213)

Public-Spanish (n=82)

9%

8%

38%

9% 5% 7% 6% 36%

4%

CMC/Ski Areas (n=103)

34%

15%

4%5% 7% 66%

40 or more times

20 to 39 times

10 to 19 times

3 to 9 times

1 or 2 times

Any

Q14. During the past 30 days, how many times did you use each of
the following substances?

Marijuana Perceptions Survey

13

Most marijuana users first tried it
when they were of high school age
 Among those who had tried marijuana at least

once, the most common age for first use was
between ages 13-17.
 Parents were the least likely to have first tried
marijuana when they were age 17 or younger
(52%), while young adults were the most likely
to have done so when they were age 17 or
younger (69%). However segments were
generally more similar than different overall.
 This would seem to indicate that younger
individuals in Summit County are generally
more likely than their predecessors to try
marijuana while in high school or middle
school.
> However, this could also potentially be driven

by more older residents (in this case, parents)
choosing to try marijuana for the first time as
adults due to recent legalization, or not trying
marijuana in hometowns that may be more
restrictive than Summit County.

Age when First Tried Marijuana
(among those who have tried it at least once)

School Parents (n=211) 6%

46%

Young Adults (n=157) 5%

64%

Public-English (n=179) 5%

21%

18%

54%

CMC/Ski Areas (n=89) 7%

0%

27%

25%

63%

20%

40%

13%

17%

26%

60%

12 years old or younger

13 to 17 years old

18 to 20 years old

21 years old or older

80%

5%

100%

Note: Due to small sample size, responses from the PublicSpanish survey are omitted from this analysis.

Q15. How old were you when you tried marijuana for the first time?
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Driving after using marijuana is
relatively common among young adults
 Among young adults, one-fourth (27%) had

ridden in a car driven by someone who had
been using marijuana, and 15% had personally
done so.

Driving after Using Marijuana
3%

> These figures were very similar to those

observed among the general, Englishspeaking public as well.

15%

Driven a car after using marijuana

 Among parents, this behavior is far less

common, with only 8% having ridden with
someone who had been using marijuana and
3% doing so personally.
 Though it was an informal survey, it is
interesting to note that respondents from the
CMC/ski area surveys were dramatically more
likely than other segments to have both ridden
in a car after a driver had used marijuana and
personally driven a car after using marijuana.
 Among Spanish-language respondents in the
public, roughly one in ten had ridden with
someone who had been using marijuana, but
none had done so personally.

16%

0%
40%

8%

27%

Ridden in a car after the driver had
used marijuana

25%
11%
56%

School Parents (n=274)

Young Adults (n=169)

Public-English (n=209)

Public-Spanish (n=75)

CMC/Ski Areas (n=104)

Q18. During the past 30 days, how many times did you drive a car or
other vehicle when you had been using marijuana?
Q19. During the past 30 days, how many times did you ride in a car
or other vehicle driven by someone who had been using marijuana?
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Section 2: Perceptions of Drug Safety
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Adult use of marijuana is generally viewed as being safer
than all other drugs except alcohol
 A vast majority of respondents from all segments viewed illicit drugs, cigarettes, and

prescription drugs as being “very unsafe” even for adults. Interestingly, exposure to
secondhand tobacco smoke was seen as being more dangerous than actual use of
marijuana or alcohol.
 Less than half of respondents from all segments viewed marijuana as being “very
unsafe” with the exception of Spanish-speakers. 48% of parents held this belief, but
only 10% of young adults believed using marijuana regularly was “very unsafe.”
Perceptions that Actions by Adults are "Very Unsafe"
99%
92%
87% 91%85%

97%
89%89%85%87%

97%
86%
81%83% 82%

86%
62%
53%

48%

18%
9%

Smoke one or more
packs of cigarettes
per day

School Parents (n=203)

Take prescription
drugs regularly
without a doctor's
prescription

Young Adults (n=200)

Be exposed to
secondhand smoke
from tobacco
Public-English (n=242)

31%

24%
14%

Have one or two
drinks of alcohol
nearly every day

10%

17%
9%

Use marijuana
regularly

Public-Spanish (n=108)

82%

52%

48%
21%

Use illicit drugs
regularly

83%

77%

75%

13%

Be exposed to
secondhand smoke
from marijuana

CMC/Ski Areas (n=107)

Q1. How safe do you believe it is for adults (age 21 or older) to…?
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Youth use of all drugs is considered to be unsafe by a
majority of Summit County residents
 Among all segments, illicit drugs, cigarettes, and prescription drugs were all seen as

being “very unsafe” for youth by nearly all respondents.
 While a majority of all parents, young adults, and members of the public viewed
alcohol and marijuana as being “very unsafe” for youth, the perception of risk was
considerably less among young adults.

> In fact, no market segment had more respondents who believed that marijuana was “very

unsafe” than believed alcohol was “very unsafe”, in most cases by a wide margin.
Perceptions that Actions by Youth are "Very Unsafe"

100% 96%
95% 91%94%

100% 96%
95%
94%
90%

99% 96% 96%
92% 90%

89% 85%87%
78%
65%

90%
81%
72%
61%

90%

90%

88%

85%

80%
66%
55%

60%
38%

43%
30%

Use illicit drugs
regularly

Smoke one or more
packs of cigarettes
per day

School Parents (n=203)

Take prescription
drugs regularly
without a doctor's
prescription

Young Adults (n=200)

Be exposed to
secondhand smoke
from tobacco
Public-English (n=240)

Have one or two
drinks of alcohol
nearly every day

Use marijuana
regularly

Public-Spanish (n=106)

Be exposed to
secondhand smoke
from marijuana

CMC/Ski Areas (n=107)

Q2. How safe do you believe it is for youth (under age 21) to…?
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Youth use is generally seen as being less safe
than adult use for all drugs
 Among both parents and young adults, the perception that use is “very unsafe” was higher for

youth than adults in all cases.
 With regard to marijuana specifically, twice as many parents (90% vs. 48%) and 5.5 times as many
young adults (55% vs. 10%) believed that using marijuana was “very unsafe” for youth compared
to adults.
> Among both of these groups these ratios were higher with regard to alcohol. Parents were over four

times as likely to believe alcohol was “very unsafe” for youth (90% vs. 21%), and young adults were 8
times as likely to believe alcohol was “very unsafe.”
Comparison of Perceptions that Activities are "Very Unsafe" for Adults vs. Youth

99%100%
95%
87%

97%100%
95%
89%

97%99%

92%
81%

90%

89%

90%
80%

78%

75%

72%

53%

48%

55%

43%

21%
10%

9%

Use illicit drugs
regularly

Smoke one or more
packs of cigarettes
per day

School Parents-Adults (n=203)

Take prescription
drugs regularly
without a doctor's
prescription

Be exposed to
secondhand smoke
from tobacco

School Parents-Youth (n=203)

Have one or two
drinks of alcohol
nearly every day

Use marijuana
regularly

Young Adults-Adults (n=200)

Q1. How safe do you believe it is for adults (age 21 or older) to…?
Q2. How safe do you believe it is for youth (under age 21) to…?

52%

17%

Be exposed to
secondhand smoke
from marijuana

Young Adults-Youth (n=200)
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The perception that youth marijuana usage is “very unsafe”
varies among demographic groups
 Even beyond the five key segments, there were clear differences in the

perception that youth marijuana usage is “very unsafe” between demographic
segments. The following groups were generally less likely to believe youth
usage is unsafe compared to their counterparts:
> Those who had used marijuana were less likely to hold this view than those who
had not.
> Men were less likely to believe this than women.
> Younger people were less likely to believe this than older people
> Even beyond school parents, those without children in their household were
less likely to hold this view than those with children.
> Those with a lower educational attainment were slightly less likely to believe this
than those with higher educational levels.
> Those with lower household incomes were less likely to believe this than those
with higher household incomes.
 Though the perception that youth usage is not “very unsafe” was present
among all demographic groups, messaging will be most effective if it is aimed
at influencing opinions among the types of individuals described above.
Marijuana Perceptions Survey
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Section 3: Perceptions of Marijuana
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A majority of all groups disapprove of
youth marijuana use in all situations
 A majority of parents (53% or more) disapproved of marijuana use in all situations, though the

disapproval levels were considerably higher for youth use compared to adult use.
 A majority of young adults (67% or more) also disapproved of youth use in all situations, but
fewer than half disapproved of parental use (43% or less) as long as youth weren’t actually present.
Approximately one in eight didn’t disapprove in any situation.
 Disapproval levels were slightly lower among young adults for youth use with parental supervision,
but parents were no less likely to disapprove even with parental supervision.
Percent that Disapprove (Strongly or Somewhat) with Each Activity
98%
98%
92%
86%
73%

99%
99%
91%
87%
71%

97%

97%
85%
81%
74%

97%

97%

82%
76%

98%

95%
82%

61%

89%

81%

87%
78%

67%
58%

58%

56%

53%

43%
26%

31%
26%
17%

Youth use without Youth use with
Parent use while
adult supervision non-parental, adult their children are
supervision
present

School Parents (n=280)

Adult use while
youth are present

Young Adults (n=200)

Youth use with
parental
supervision

Public-English (n=235)

26%
17%
14%

Parent use while Parent use while Adult use while no
their children are their children are youth are present
not present, but are neither present nor
aware
aware of their
parents’ use
Public-Spanish (n=100)

Q3. To what extent do you approve or disapprove of recreational
marijuana use in the following situations?

CMC/Ski Areas (n=107)
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Perceptions about marijuana safety
vary dramatically between groups
 A strong majority of parents (66% or more) disagreed with all statements concerning ways that

marijuana use might be safe.

> In particular, parents disagreed that youth use with parental permission, pesticides, and secondhand

smoke were safe.

 Young adults were considerably less likely to disagree with all of these statements than parents.
> In particular, young adults were relatively likely to agree that marijuana results in more health benefits

than harms, that the fact that marijuana can be used as a medicine proves that it is safe, and that
marijuana is not addictive.
Percent that Disagree (Strongly or Somewhat) with Each Statement
93%

81%83%
76%
71%

89%

88%

85%

71%

91%

49%

83%

81%
71%

65%
59%

59%

84%

66%

62%63%

44%

43%

70%

49%49%
37%

72%
46% 47%
41%
30%

37%41%
23%

Pesticides used to
grow marijuana are
safe.

It is safe for youth to
use marijuana under
adult supervision.

School Parents (n=280)

Secondhand
marijuana smoke is
safe.

Young Adults (n=200)

The fact that
marijuana is organic
proves that it is safe.
Public-English (n=234)

Marijuana is not
addictive.

Using marijuana
The fact that
results in more health marijuana can be
benefits than harms. used as a medicine
proves that it is safe.

Public-Spanish (n=98)

Q6. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following
statements related to marijuana?

CMC/Ski Areas (n=107)
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Rock climbing and activities involving motorized vehicles are
viewed as being the most risky while using marijuana
 A majority of parents believed that using marijuana in conjunction with physical activities “greatly increases” the

risk.

The only exception to this was in regard to hiking or backpacking, for which only 38% believed using marijuana
“greatly increases” the risk.
> While Spanish-speaking respondents were similarly likely as parents to rate marijuana use during activities as being
very risky, other segments were considerably less likely to view marijuana use as being risky.
>

 The ranking of risk increase to activities was similar among all groups, with motorized activities (driving a car,

off-roading, snowmobiling) and rock climbing being the most impacted and self-powered activities (hiking,
skiing, water sports) as being relatively less impacted by marijuana use.

Percent that Believe Marijuana Use "Greatly Increases" the Risk of Each Activity
80%

78%
71%
52%
46%

72%

47%
44%
32%

77%

75%

71%

68%

46%
43%

45%
44%

29%

78%

30%

73%

68%

39%
35%
28%

66%

66%

37%
35%
22%

68%

36%
29%

20%

67%

68%

38%

34%
26%

20%

64%

20%

18%
5%

Rock or ice
climbing

Driving a car

School Parents (n=282)

Off-roading

Snowmobiling

Young Adults (n=200)

Road cycling

Mountain biking

Public-English (n=231)

Water sports

Public-Spanish (n=97)

Q5. The following activities all involve some risk to both themselves
and others. How do you think using marijuana before or during these
activities affects that risk?

Skiing or
snowboarding

8%

Hiking or
backpacking

CMC/Ski Areas (n=107)
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Mental health, physical behaviors, and impact on long-term
goals are generally viewed as the biggest risks of use
 At least half of parents and a majority of Spanish-speaking members of the public believed that

youth marijuana use “greatly increases” the risk of nearly all concerns listed in the survey.

> The only exception was with regard to a weakened immune system, for which only 37% of parents

believed marijuana use “greatly increases” the risk.

 Young adults were relatively unlikely to believe that marijuana use “greatly increases” the risk of

any of these conditions. The most impact was seen with regard to taking risky behaviors, damage
to mental health, and increased risk of respiratory disease.

Percent that Believe Marijuana Use "Greatly Increases" the Risk of Each Condition
73%

67%

73%
56%

17%

13%

Taking risky physical
behaviors while high

School Parents (n=281)

31%
28%

23%

20%

Damage to mental health,
brain function, or memory

37%

35%

34%
29%

28%

Failing to meet their
future goals

Young Adults (n=200)

63%

53%

50%
39%

72%

69%
61%

61%

16%

Increased risk for
respiratory diseases

Public-English (n=230)

29%
21%

Addiction

Public-Spanish (n=93)

Q7. How do you think that youth use of marijuana affects their risk
of the following conditions?

21%
12%

11%

10%

Weakened immune
system
CMC/Ski Areas (n=107)
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Section 4: Ways to Prevent Youth Usage
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Most residents believe it is easy for youth to obtain
marijuana in Summit County
 Across all segments, at least three in

four respondents (76-89%) believed
that it was at least “sort of easy” for
youth to obtain marijuana in Summit
County, and roughly half of all
segments (45-59%) believed that it
was “very easy.”

Perceived Difficulty for Youth
to Obtain Marijuana

School Parents (n=280)

9%

33%

56%

Young Adults (n=200)

12%

33%

52%

Public-English (n=218)

14%

30%

54%

Public-Spanish (n=81)

14%3%

CMC/Ski Areas (n=105)

21%

 The only segment that any

significant portion believed it would
be “very hard” for youth to obtain
marijuana was Spanish speakers in
the general public (14%).
> Among other segments, 2% or less
believed it would be “very hard.”

0%
Very hard

Q4. If youth in Summit County wanted to get some marijuana, how
easy would it be for them to get some?

25%

20%

Sort of hard

59%

31%

40%

45%

60%

Sort of easy

80%

100%

Very easy
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Leaving edibles outside of their packages and leaving
marijuana accessible to youth are seen as the most unsafe
 A majority of parents and Spanish-speaking members of the public believed that nearly all actions addressed

were “very unsafe.”
>

The one exception: only 39% of parents believed that it was “very unsafe” for adults to use marijuana in a household
where youth live as long as youth are not actually present.

 Similar to the pattern seen in most areas of these results, young adults were considerably less likely to view all of

these activities as being “very unsafe,” though most (57%) believed storing edibles outside their packages was
“very unsafe.”
>

Generally, the ranking of unsafe activities was similar among groups. Improper edible storage, leaving marijuana
accessible to youth, and using marijuana in the presence of youth were all seen as being relatively unsafe, while
disposal and using marijuana without youth present were seen as being relatively safe.

Perceptions that Actions are "Very Unsafe"
90%

87%

62% 57%
57%

85%

85%

60%
49%

40%

83%

79%

55%
42%

87%

81%

63%

53%
36%

33%

Storing edible
Storing unused
Allowing youth to
marijuana products marijuana products use marijuana
outside their
unlocked in a place products under
original packaging youth know about adult supervision
(that are marked as
containing THC)

32%

27%

79%

77%
55%

46%
24%

School Parents (n=282)

84%

73%

51%

33%
22%
22%

36%
22%
20%

39%
17% 13%
7%

Using marijuana
Disposing of
Storing unused
Disposing of
Using marijuana
products while
unused marijuana marijuana products unused marijuana
products in a
youth are present
products by
unlocked, but in a
products in a
household where
distributing them in hidden location standard trash bin youth live, but not
a yard or field
while they are
actually present

Young Adults (n=200)

Public-English (n=229)

Public-Spanish (n=93)

Q8. How safe do you believe it is for adults to do the following
actions related to marijuana (or marijuana products) in a household
where youth are present?

CMC/Ski Areas (n=107)
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A majority of marijuana users have engaged in at least one
of the risky behaviors addressed in the survey
 Overall, very few recent marijuana

users have disposed of marijuana
outside, allowed youth to use
marijuana, stored marijuana in a
location youth know about, or
stored edibles outside of their
packaging (5-13%).
 Comparatively, storing marijuana in
hidden (but unlocked) locations is
fairly common (51%), as is using
marijuana in a household where
youth live, but when they aren’t
actually present (30%).
 Finally, a moderate number of users
(15-19%) dispose of used marijuana
in standard trash bins or use
marijuana while youth are present.

Prevalence of Risky Marijuana Behaviors
(among users in the past 30 days)
Stored unused marijuana products
unlocked, but in a hidden location

51%

Used marijuana products in a household
where youth live, but not while they are
actually present

30%

Disposed of unused marijuana products
in a standard trash bin

19%

Used marijuana products while youth are
present

15%

Stored edible marijuana products
outside their original packaging (that are
marked as containing THC)
Stored unused marijuana products
unlocked in a place youth know about

13%

10%

Allowed youth to use marijuana products
under adult supervision

5%

Disposed of unused marijuana products
by distributing them in a yard or field

5%

None of the above

Note: Due to small sample
sizes, responses from all
segments were combined for
this analysis. Findings are
directional in nature.

All Segments (n=243)
31%

Q16. In the past 12 months, have you ever done any of the following?
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A majority of almost all segments believe that marijuana
safety behaviors are “greatly important”
 With the exception of respondents to the CMC/ski area survey, over half of respondents believed that all of

the activities addressed were “greatly important.”
>
>

However, this belief is by no means universal as significant portions of most segments don’t hold these attitudes.
As has been commonly seen, parents and Spanish-speaking respondents were more likely to believe these actions are
important while those from the CMC/ski area survey were relatively unlikely to believe these actions were important.

 Though the differences in perceptions between activates were generally small, respondents overall were slightly

more likely to believe that proper edible storage was important and slightly less likely to believe that storage in a
locked location was important.

Perceptions that Actions are "Greatly Important"
90%

89%

90%

89%
81%
73%

69% 68%

70%

68%

56%

65% 64%

61%

55%

37%

Store edible marijuana products in
their original packaging
School Parents (n=281)

Take efforts to ensure pets cannot
access areas where marijuana
products are stored
Young Adults (n=200)

Teach their children to identify and
stay away from marijuana products

Public-English (n=227)

88%

83%

80%

Public-Spanish (n=86)

43%

Store marijuana products in a locked
location in order to prevent access by
youth
CMC/Ski Areas (n=106)

Q9. How important do you feel it is that adult marijuana users…?
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Protecting pets and storing edibles in their original
packaging are both relatively common safety behaviors
 With regard to the actual prevalence of

marijuana safety behaviors among users, the
most common action taken is ensuring that
pets cannot access areas where marijuana is
stored (48%).

Prevalence of Marijuana Safety Behaviors
(among users in the past 30 days)

> Not all respondents have pets. Among

Taken efforts to ensure pets cannot
access areas where marijuana
products are stored

 Roughly half (47%) also made an intentional

Stored edible marijuana products in
their original packaging

48%

respondents who had pets, 64% said that they
had taken this action.

effort to store edible products in their original
packaging.
 Though relatively few intentionally stored
marijuana products in a locked location to
prevent youth access (19%) or taught their
children to stay away from marijuana products
(17%), these numbers are considerably higher
among respondents who had children in their
household (31% and 32%, respectively).

Stored marijuana products in a
locked location in order to prevent
access by youth

Taught your children to identify and
stay away from marijuana products

47%

19%

17%

Note: Due to small
sample sizes, responses
from all segments were
combined for this
analysis. Findings are
directional in nature.

> Among school parents who had ever tried

marijuana, 38% percent had taught their
children to stay away from marijuana
products.

None of the above

Q17. In the past 12 months, have you made a conscious decision to
do any of the following?

29%

All Segments (n=243)
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Section 5: Communications
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Both of Colorado’s marijuana safety campaigns are known,
but only among a minority of residents
Campaign Awareness

 Among all segments, roughly one in five

(15-26%) had heard of the “Don’t be a
Lab Rat” campaign, and roughly twice
that number had heard of the “Good to
Know” campaign (39-50%).

15%

21%

Don't be a Lab Rat

16%

26%
18%

 Awareness was highest among Spanish-

speaking members of the public survey,
while all other groups had similar levels
of awareness.
> Young adults were slightly more likely

39%

40%

Good to Know

39%

than parents to be aware of the “Don’t
be a Lab Rat” campaign.

50%
36%

School Parents (n=281)

Young Adults (n=198)

Public-English (n=226)

Public-Spanish (n=85)

CMC/Ski Areas (n=106)

Q10/Q11. In the past 12 months, do you recall hearing or seeing
messaging related to marijuana as part of Colorado’s __________
campaign?
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Statewide campaign awareness primarily came from
traditional media sources
 Among school parents, TV was, by far, the most common source of awareness of the statewide

media campaigns (53%), though social media advertisements (26%), TV news coverage (25%),
newspaper articles (23%) were all common sources as well.
 Among young adults, radio was actually the most common source of awareness (33%), as well as
TV advertisements (31%). In addition, “other” sources, such as billboards and flyers, were also
cited by 34% of respondents. Somewhat surprisingly, social media was a relatively uncommon
source for young adults (12%).
 Spanish speakers were particularly likely to hear about the campaigns through the news – either
TV (71%) or radio (38%).
Sources of Awareness of Statewide Campaigns
(among those aware)
71%
53% 54% 53%
31%

36%

33% 31%
28% 30%
18%

34%
26% 25%
18%
12%

38%
25%
18%
11%
1%

TV
advertisements

Radio
advertisements

Social media
advertisements

School Parents (n=120)

TV news
coverage

Young Adults (n=77)

29%
24%
23%
15%
4%

Newspaper
advertisements

14%

20%
18%
17%

1%

Online news
articles

Public-English (n=100)

18%
18%
15%
12%
7%

Newspaper
articles

34%
22%

12%
8%
3%

6%

Radio news
coverage

Public-Spanish (n=45)

8%
3%1%

4%

12% 13% 15%
4%

Online video
(e.g., YouTube)

Other

CMC/Ski Areas (n=47)

Q12. Where do you recall hearing or seeing those messages?

Marijuana Perceptions Survey

34

Appendix
Research Goals • Methodology • Additional Files
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Research Goals
The following were the original goals laid out at the start of our survey
instrument design process. These goals guided both the survey design and
this report:
 What are current usage levels of marijuana and other drugs among

selected segments of Summit County residents?

 Among those segments, what are perceptions of marijuana usage in

general and, in particular, with regard to youth usage?

 What types of messages might be effective at influencing perceptions

and behaviors?
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Methodology
 The survey instrument was designed collaboratively between Corona Insights and Summit County.
 The anticipated length of time to complete the survey was approximately 10 minutes, though the actual

median time for completion was 12 minutes.
 Sampling methods varied between segments. See the discussion in the Executive Summary of this report for

additional detail on how responses were obtained for each segment.
 All surveys were collected between November of 2015 and January of 2016.
 The following table summarizes the number of responses collected for each segment and the general

strength of the findings for each:

Segment

Sampling

Sample
Size

Margin of
Error

General
Strength

School Parents

Representative

282

±5.7%

Moderate

Young Adults

Representative

200

±6.6%

Moderate

Public-English

Convenience

242

n/a

Weak

Public-Spanish

Convenience

112

n/a

Directional

CMC/Ski Areas

Convenience

107

n/a

Directional
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Additional Files
Along with this report, several supplementary files were provided for additional
context and detail.

Survey instrument. The full survey instrument used in this study has been
provided for reference.
Analysis tables. All results, both overall and by segment, were provided in a
separate Excel file. This allows you to see results by question for different
segments. Additionally, all open-ended responses are provided verbatim.
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About Corona Insights
Our founder named the company
Corona because the word means
“light.” It’s the knowledge that
surrounds and illuminates an issue;
exactly what we do. Our firm’s
mission is to provide accurate and
unbiased information and counsel to
decision makers. We provide market
research, evaluation, and strategic
consulting for organizations both
small and large.

1580 Lincoln Street
Suite 600
Denver, CO 80203
Phone: 303.894.8246
Fax: 303.894.9651
mherndon@coronainsights.com
kevin@coronainsights.com

Learn more at www.CoronaInsights.com
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