QUICK ACTIVITIES:
DANCING CORN!
Adapted from littlebinsforlittlehands.com

Make corn kernels dance with baking
soda and vinegar through a simple
chemical reaction! A chemical
reaction occurs between two or more
substances that change and form a
new substance. For this experiment,
you have an acid (vinegar) and a base
(baking soda). These ingredients
combined form the gas carbon
dioxide. The formation of gaseous
carbon dioxide causes the corn
kernels to lift and move about in your
solution!
Ingredients:
Tall Jar or Glass {mason jars work
well}
1/8-1/4 cup of popping corn
2 tbsp of baking soda
1 cup of vinegar (use as needed)
2 cups of water
Procedure:
1. Add 2 cups of water to your jar.
2. Add 2 tablespoons of baking
soda and mix thoroughly.
3. Add the corn kernels. Make a
prediction - what do you think will
happen to the corn kernels when
the vinegar is added?
4. Slowly add the cup of vinegar to
your solution.
5. Activity Extension: hypothesize
how long the corn kernels will
move around in the solution
you've created!

If you have activities, pictures or great stories to
share, or you would like to be featured in our
monthly newsletter, please reach out to Alice at
alice.chesley@colostate.edu!

We'd love to hear from you!

COMING UP THIS MONTH
11/02: Member Professional
Development Zoom Meeting
11/05: Timecard due for 10/23-11/5
Period and Pay Date for Previous Period
11/08-10: Extension Forum on campus
11/19: Timecard due for 11/6-11/19 Period
and Pay Date for Previous Period
11/25: Thanksgiving! Check with your
County Office for holiday hours.

MEMBER HIGHLIGHT: BECKY GREENWOOD!
Serving in Morgan
County, Becky is a
returning member to our
program! Becky is
currently working with
kids at the school
garden to extend the
growing season and
teach them where food
comes from. Becky is
also using the garden
produce to prepare food
for the kids to try.
According to Becky, the most rewarding part of serving is
"... knowing that I am contributing to meeting some of the
needs of families in our community is so rewarding. I am an
elementary teacher by day, and AmeriCorps member by night.
I know that kids need more that what we can provide during a
normal school day. Education is much more than learning to
read, write, and compute. Those skills are necessary, no
doubt, but gardening helps kids use those skills to solve real
world problems. Applying academic skills to life outside of
school is ultimately the end goal. I feel like the classes I am
offering contribute a bit to accomplishing that goal, and that
brings a smile to my face. And I can’t fail to mention that I get
to hang out with happy little kids who are thrilled to learn
about our amazing world. That brings me great joy!"

DEEP DIVE: WHY DO LEAVES CHANGE COLOR IN THE FALL?
Most of us have a vague idea of what causes leaves to change color in the fall - we think of color
pigments, chlorophyll, the changing of the seasons... but what's actually behind beautiful fall
foliage?
During the spring and summer we see that trees have green leaves. These green leaves take in
sunlight and convert it into energy so the tree can continue to grow. The cells within these leaves
responsible for absorbing sunlight are chlorophyll cells. Chlorophyll cells appear bright green as
they absorb light in the red and blue regions of the visible spectrum but reflect light in the green
region of the visible spectrum. Leaves contain other pigments, such as carotene and xanthophyll,
which are yellow and orange. However, the bright green of the chlorophyll overpowers these other
pigments, causing us to see the leaves as green.
When the temperature starts to cool and the days start to get shorter in the fall, trees halt food
production and the chlorophyll within the leaves starts to break down. This decreased amount of
chlorophyll cells within the leaves allows for other pigments, such as carotene and xanthophyll, to
shine through. This causes the yellow and orange pigments to show over the green of the
chlorophyll cells, leaving us with our beautiful fall foliage!

